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―Homosexuals Can Forget About Human Rights‖
by Emily Campbell ‗12
In the wake of the Haitian
earthquake, the impending anti
-gay legislation in Uganda takes
on a new resonance. Haiti is
widely known to be the poorest
country in the Western
hemisphere but has received
little international attention;
now that catastrophe has
struck and aid is being offered,
there is a lack of pre-existing
infrastructure to support it.
Similarly, prior to this new
Ugandan legislation, it was
already legal to imprison
homosexuals for up to 14 years
in Uganda, yet despite
numerous U.S. contacts with
the government, addressing

discrimination based on sexual
orientation has not been a
priority until now, when
speaking out against
homophobia may soon be a
criminal offense. Rather, during
the Bush administration these
contacts were used to push an
abstinence agenda that
discouraged condom use in the
face of an HIV/AIDS epidemic.
US conservatives have
characterized Uganda as an
African stronghold for traditional
Christian, Western values, and
it is the recent efforts of
evangelical gay-reformists that
set the stage for a bill proposing
the death penalty for

Working at a Rape Crisis Center
As I perched nervously in the
waiting room, the woman
next to me sobbed into her
phone. The defense attorney
had intimidated her into
dropping the charges. I had
prepared myself mentally for
this type of thing; I was
interviewing for an internship
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by Kelsey Deforest ‗13

at a rape crisis center. I
figured that a woman crying
in the waiting area was par
for the course.

common at the Cleveland
Rape Crisis Center than
tears. CRCC is a place of
healing, growth, and
warmth. The men and
I could not have been more
women who work there
wrong. After working there
know the importance of
for nine months, I can attest
bringing light into a
that laughter was more

(Continued on page 8)

 The Feminist Majority
Leadership Alliance
meets every
Monday at 9:30 in
the Rat.
 OUTLoud meets
every Wednesday
at 8pm in the
Intercultural
Center.

Faculty and Alumnae News
Faculty



Michelle Abate, Assistant Professor of English, had two articles published since last fall; ―Bury My
Heart in Recent History: Mark Twain‘s ‗Hellfire Hotchkiss,‘ the Massacre at Wounded Knee, and the
Dime Western Formula‖ in the American Literary Realism, and, ―Taking Silliness Seriously: Jim
Henson‘s The Muppet Show, the Anglo-American Tradition of Nonsense, and Cultural Critique‖ in The
Journal of Popular Culture. Professor Abate also took a group of her summer graduate students of
children's literature to present papers at the Mid-Atlantic Popular and American Culture Association
Conference in Boston. The panel was titled ―When Girls Will Be Boys: Tomboyism in Children‘s
Literature and Childhood Culture," and presentations were based on final research papers written for
her course on Tomboyism in Children's Literature.



Pauline Kaldas, Assistant Professor of English, had the second edition of her co-edited book,
Dinarzad’s Children: An Anthology of Contemporary Arab American Fiction, published by the
University of Arkansas Press. Her short story, ―A Game of Chance‖, was also published in the recent
issue of Callaloo (Volume 32, No 4).

Alumnae



Meredith Harper '05, graduates with an MS in dietetics and nutrition from Florida International
University this spring. Upon graduation she will start her dietetic internship and take the RD exam to
become a Registered Dietitian. In the meantime, she is president of the graduate student dietetics
association, writes a daily nutrition blog (PursuingBalance.com), and interns for Mitzi Dulan,
America's Nutrition Expert and author of the All Pro Diet.



Victoria Crump 06, is an '09-'10 Associate Instructor at Indiana University Bloomington and is
working on her PhD in Gender Studies with a concentration in Sexualities, Desires, and Identities.
She will also be presenting artwork for the April 9-10, 2010, Interdisciplinary Conference, ―Bodies,
Borders, and Resistance in the African Diaspora‖ at Indiana University, Bloomington.



Hilary Dubose ‗05, is interning at the World Food Programme in Rome, Italy.

What Hollins‘ Students are Saying about
Intro to Gender & Women‘s Studies
―This has been my favorite class and I can‘t wait to continue in the GWS field.‖
―I loved the idea of a discussion-based class. My favorite topic was on birthing options.‖
―I really enjoyed the activism plan projects. I think that helped [me] to understand what it takes to do
activism.‖
―It should be required that at a women‘s college you take an introductory women‘s studies course.
Amazing experience!‖
―It is the most eye-opening course I‘ve ever taken. Everyone should become aware.‖
Joan Ruelle, Director of the Wyndham Robertson Library and Instructor in GWS, will be teaching Intro to GWS
this spring, T/Th 8:50-10:20. Introduction to GWS is offered every semester and fulfills the DIV requirement.
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The upcoming Gender, Bodies and Technology conference, scheduled for April 22-24, 2010, at the historic
Hotel Roanoke will showcase scholarship that explores the role of technologies, broadly defined, in
constructing, reinforcing and destabilizing gendered bodies. The topics that will be explored include, but are by
no means limited to: new media and feminist aesthetics; gendered in/security and technologies of
surveillance; technologies of development and eco-feminism; and the gendered production, design and
deployment of technologies.
For more information about conference registration and accommodations, please contact: Dinah Girma,
Virginia Tech Conference Registrar at dinah@vt.edu

Professor Jill Weber shares her research on Rhetoric, Family, and the US
Culture Wars
How do you define "family"? If you
have ever taken a Gender and
Women's Studies class (or a class
with me) then you know that this
question-and the answers it invitesare the foundation for a roughly fifty
year "culture war" in American
society. That's right, for more than
fifty years, conservatives and liberals
have debated about how the federal
government should define "family"
and which values the government
should endorse. Your first response
may be: "Why would politicians
waste so much time debating these
issues? What's the big deal?" The
answer: because the definition of
"family" has significant legal and
social implications for all Americans.
The way mainstream society defines
"family" shapes the rights and
responsibilities family units and
individual family members possess. It
also defines what types of families
"count" as legitimate, recognized
family units. To put it more simply,
the nation's definition of "family"
influences who qualifies for tax
breaks, public assistance,
immigration, and even financial aid.
When you think about the impact the
definition of "family" has on
Americans‘ daily lives, it becomes
clear why politicians spend so much
time debating this issue.
Volume III, Issue II

The significance of this topic may also
give you a sense of why my research
is centered on this subject. I'm a
rhetorical critic, which means that I
am interested in the way that people
use symbols to influence thought and
action. I also have a background in
women's studies and am interested in
issues related to gender, race, class,
and sexuality. My research on the
"culture wars" allows me to bring
together both interests to explore
how conceptions of gender, race,

extension, the American family itself.
As you can imagine, researching and
writing about fifty years of debates
can be time-consuming-but it's worth
it! I have been fortunate to teach
classes in Communication Studies and
Gender and Women‘s Studies at
Hollins that have allowed me to bring
many of these topics into the
classroom. In the near future, I hope
to dedicate an entire course to the
U.S. "culture wars." If you can't wait
that long to learn how to analyze

“To put it more simply, the nation's definition of „family‟
influences who qualifies for tax breaks, public assistance,
immigration, and even financial aid.”
class, and sexuality are implicated in
debates about U.S. family policy. In
my current project, I am exploring
the political arguments that defined,
redefined, or otherwise transformed
the meaning of "family" and related
terms in debates over welfare reform
in the 1960s, women's rights in the
1970s and 1980s, and same sex
marriage in the 1990s and 2000s. I
also analyze the underlying ideological worldviews that gave rise to and
shaped those political arguments and
explore the implications of these
debates for family policy and, by

these arguments or influence current
debates about family life, feel free to
contact me at jweber1@hollins.edu. I
appreciate any opportunity to
discuss this topic.

Professor Weber currently teaches
the following GWS cross-listed
courses: FYS 197F: Steppin’ Up and
Speakin’ Out: The Rhetoric of
Women Leaders; and Rhetorical
Theory – From Ancient Greece to the
Renaissance. She has also taught
the j-term course Rhetoric of
Women’s Activism.
3

Save the Date!
GWS Lunch-a-Months
Wednesday, February 17th
Tuesday, March 16th
Monday, April 12th
Join GWS faculty, students, and friends in the Glass
Dining Room from 12-1pm

Thursday, February 11th—Pro Choice Lobby Day in
Richmond, VA. If interested in attending, please email
poberlin@hollins.edu for car pooling and scheduling
information.

Image from www.Jacketsandcovers.com

Thursday, February 25th, 4:30pm—Founder‘s Day will feature a lecture from
Hollins‘ Alumna Ellen Malcolm ‗69, founder of EMILY‘s List, in the Jessie dePont Chapel
Monday, March 1st through Saturday, April 17th—When Janey Comes Marching Home; Portraits of
Women Combat Veterans display in the Eleanor D. Wilson Museum
Wednesday, March 3rd, 4:30-6pm—Laura Scott, author of Two is Enough: A Couple’s Guide to Living
Childless by Choice, speaking in The Green Drawing Room
Monday, March 8th—International Women‘s Day
Monday, March 8th, 7pm—"The Limiting Female Ideal in Generation Y and How Young Women Can Confront
the Pressure to Be Perfect," with Liz Funk, author of Supergirls Speak Out: Inside the Secret Crisis of
Overachieving Girls, in the VAC Auditorium.
Thursday, March 11th, 7pm—International Women‘s Day Presentation, featuring guest speaker Professor
Judith Kerman, Ph.D. in the Green Drawing Room, reception and book signing to follow
Saturday, March 20th through Monday, March 22nd—National Young Feminist Leadership Conference
with the Feminist Majority Foundation in Washington, DC
Thursday, March 25th through Saturday, March 27th—Southeastern Women‘s Studies Association
Conference (SEWSA) at the University of South Carolina, Columbia
Thursday, April 1st, 12-1pm—GWS informational meeting for students
Thursday-Saturday, April 22-24—Gender, Bodies and Technology Conference at the Hotel Roanoke
Monday, April 26th, 7:30pm—Author of Three Cups of Tea, Greg Mortenson, speaks in the Theatre
Friday, May 7th, 2pm—GWS Student Colloquium in the Hollins Room of the Wyndham Robertson Library,
immediately followed by a goodbye party and potluck for GWS seniors in the Turner Lounge
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New Major!
Wendy Laumone is a sophomore double majoring in Gender and Women‘s Studies and
Creative Writing. She is involved in the Feminist Majority Leadership Alliance and
OUTLoud, and is looking to complete a Batten Leadership certificate. Wendy plans to
pursue a career that will allow her to make the world a better place for women
everywhere, and hopes that she may integrate that outcome with her passion for
writing.

SEWSA Conference
The Southeastern Women‘s Studies Association
Conference will take place
March 25th-27th
At the University of South Carolina, Columbia
This year‘s theme is ―Cultural Productions, Gender, and
Activism‖ and topics covered will include; Guerrilla Art
and Guerilla Activism, Art and Social Resistance,
Grassroots Organizing through Arts and Culture,
Pedagogies of the Oppressed, Performance, and Slam
Poetry and Politics among many others.
To register visit http://saeu.sc.edu/reg/sewsa
Attend FMLA meetings to find out more information
about financing and car pooling to this event.

The National Young Feminist Leadership Conference, March 20th-21st in Washington, DC, will focus on the
impact young women have when it comes to domestic and global issues. The Conference will be held at the
University of the District of Columbia and is sponsored by the Feminist Majority Foundation.
Contact Hollins‘ FMLA to register, receive car pooling information, and book a hotel room. FMLA will sponsor
the trip and cover the costs.
Volume III, Issue II
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Dr. Darla Schumm Tackles a New Research Area: Disability Studies
In the last few years, Dr. Darla Schumm
has taken on a new research area,
Disability Studies. For Dr. Schumm, who
earned her PhD in Religion, Ethics, and
Society and teaches a broad range of
courses in Religious Studies and Gender
and Women‘s Studies at Hollins, the
move to study disability, particularly as it
relates to religion, has been a natural
progression, allowing her to combine her
own personal experience with blindness
with a fascinating and emergent field of
study.
Dr. Schumm has published the following
articles in recent years:―Chronic Illness
and Disability: Narratives of Suffering and
Healing in Buddhism and
Christianity,‖ (Co-authored with Michael
Stoltzfus in the Journal of Religion,
Health, and Disability, Fall 2007), ―Out of
the Darkness: Examining the Rhetoric of
Blindness in the Gospel of John,‖ (Coauthored with Jennifer Koosed in Disability
Studies Quarterly, Winter 2004-2005),
and ―From Superman to Super Jesus:
Constructions of Masculinity and Disability
on the Silver Screen,‖ (Co-authored with
Jennifer Koosed in Disability Studies

Quarterly, Spring 2009).
Currently, Dr. Schumm is co-editing a
book with her colleague Michael Stoltzfus
entitled World Religions and Disability:
Cross-cultural and Interdisciplinary
Perspectives. The volume will critically
examine how the religions of the world
represent, understand, theologize,
theorize and respond to disability and/or
chronic illness. Religious teachings and
practices help to establish cultural
standards for what is deemed "normal"
human physical and mental behavior and
in establishing a moral order, for the fit
and healthy body and mind. Religion
plays an important role in determining
how disability is understood and how
persons with disabilities are treated or
mistreated in a given historical-cultural
context. The existent literature exploring
intersections between religion and
disability typically focuses on a single
religious tradition or cultural context, often
prioritizing a Judeo-Christian approach. In
response to the challenges and
opportunities posed by a post-modern,
pluralistic, global world, the goal in this
volume is to promote interdisciplinary,

Dr. Darla Schumm
Image from www-tc.pbs.org

cross-cultural, and inter-religious
conversations regarding world religions
and disability.
Dr. Schumm currently teaches
the following GWS cross-listed
courses: Women in Buddhism,
and Sexual Ethics. She hopes to
offer a course at Hollins on
disability studies in the near
future.

The Grove Ladder: an Experiment in Feminist/Creative Research
This fall senior GWS major,
Chelsea van der Mije, undertook a
senior thesis project that explores
the topic of feminist epistemology.
Rooted in the method of
autoethnography, Chelsea’s thesis
is informed by the theoretical
arguments and innovative writing
style of feminist scholar/activists
such as Gloria Anzaldúa, Ruth
Behar and bell hooks. What
follows are two excerpts from her
introduction. Those wishing to
read more can find her thesis in
the Wyndham Robertson Library
at Hollins.
Wooden ladders hang horizontally
from the high rafters of my
mother‘s nineteenth century
house in the Limestone
Community of Ona, Florida. She
decorates them with dried gourds,
6

small sequined birds, bronze pots,
and white light strands, and
cleans them with the long broom
she uses to sweep the ceilings.
These bright ladders, the longest
of which hangs above the dining
room table, are a living part of the
house. My mother can often be
found standing on a chair,
hooking new things to their
wooden rails. I did not always
immediately notice her new
additions: weeks would go by, and
then I would find myself seated at
the kitchen table staring up at
them from my tea. And she was
not the only one to add to the
living ladders; we frequently
found snakeskin caught in the
grain of the wood or a small bird‘s
nest settled into a hanging silver
pot.

My mother‘s house stands on
twenty acres surrounded by
orange trees. When I was still
living at home she told me that
the migrant workers built these
ladders and would carry them on
their backs down the road to the
groves. In this, the ladder truly
belonged to the very person who
used it to pick the oranges. If he
showed up to the pasture with his
own ladder, he could always find
work.
I was never sure of how wellresearched her story was but in
time I began to imagine that the
grove ladder represented some
semblance of autonomy for the
laborer. It seemed to me to be an
object that signified both ownership
and preparedness.
Continued on pg 6
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The Grove Ladder
(Continued from page 6)

What I wish to convey here is that my
concept of epistemology is at this
It did not, however, do anything to
moment based on feelings and
erase the reality of hard labor. My
images: namely, it is based on the
mother found her ladders in antique
image of my mother‘s grove ladder.
stores and in empty pastures; in
While I will revisit the writing of all
general, they were unwanted by other
the women who have helped me
people. She quite literally resurrected
understand epistemology and grow as
them: when I was growing up, they
a feminist thinker, I want to begin by
floated above our heads in almost
developing the image of the grove
every room of the house, and as I
ladder in its own right by first
watched them transform I began to
explaining how I came to see it. In
understand their significance in my life.
doing so I am curious to find out what
To my family it has always seemed
I know, to show myself that I might
that I have exceptionally peculiar
know what I know, that I may even
interests. From a very young age I
know something on my own, without
took to educating myself on things
constant referencing. Much like the
that to them seemed
grove ladder in my mother‘s
bizarre and even
house my theory of
immaterial. Of all of
knowledge is ongoing and
the subjects I have
will likely continue to
explored on my own it
transform. It is not
has been my interest
prearranged or approved,
in childbirth that is
even by me. It is folk,
perhaps the most
intuitive and still ineffable.
concerning for them:
It seems strange to even
my mother, grandspeak of it here, like
mother, and greatrevealing an image or vision
grandmother were all
from a dream diary. The
pregnant at twentysole reason I can mention it
one years old, and so
is because it appeared as an
since menarche I
undercurrent in the writing
have been urged by
of my intended thesis and
the women of my
was real enough to prevent
family to break the
that thesis from ever
cycle, to stay as far
happening. To be clear: my
away from the subject
intended thesis no longer
of pregnancy and
exists. This should be duly
childbirth as possible,
Chelsea van der Mije at a cemetery near her home in Florida
noted, especially given that
as if knowing more could
I
am
now
writing its deconstruction.
that I could ever know the things that
even cause me to become pregnant.
That
thesis
has been and is being
I desired to know about giving birth
Needless to say, when I began the
erased and all that remains is the imin Cuba. And unfortunately, an
project of writing an undergraduate
age of the grove ladder, a prevailing
attempt to learn more about Cuba
thesis on the subject of childbirth I
symbol of epistemology, creativity,
and the spaces where birth happens
was eyed suspiciously by my family
responsibility, self-determinism and
only made me feel further alienated
and even my friends for whom the
labor, revealed to me through the
from my Cuban heritage. It became
subject remained unmentionable, as
process of writing. The image of the
my suspicion that I simply did not
if the experience was entirely
grove ladder is indeed useful for me
have the particular knowledge that I
unrelated to their own lives.
needed in order to continue writing in as a writer but more importantly as a
person who wants to fully participate
Of course, I had no way of knowing at the way that I wanted to write. This
in her own life. In other words, the
the onset of my thesis project that it
could be deemed a matter of
image of the grove ladder is useful to
would fail. It took time to understand preference; after all, it was not for
my own feelings about the subject, to lack of information on the subject but a person who may well be a writer,
but also someone whom is
narrow it down and write it out. By
rather had everything to do with my
negotiating multiple identities,
the time that I had written sixty
own theory of how knowledge is
pages I realized that I had effectively constructed and how we may use that especially if that person does not wish
to privilege one over another.
written a thesis that explained why I
knowledge in our writing.
couldn‘t write a thesis on the subject
***
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I was writing about. I had to admit to
myself that from the very beginning
my topic had seemed irresolute; all
that I could say when asked about
my project was that I wanted to know
everything there was to know about
giving birth in Cuba. I chose to study
Cuba in particular because I was
curious about how birthing bodies are
culturally mediated in other
countries; I had grown weary of
reading about birth in the United
States and I was curious about the
experience of being pregnant in the
country where my father was born.
However, after weeks of writing I
realized that there was simply no way

7

Working at a Rape Crisis Center
(Continued from page 1)

workplace that could otherwise be
grim.
The tagline for CRCC‘s 35th
Anniversary campaign is ―Strength.
Compassion. Hope.‖ While this is
meant to represent what is offered to
survivors and secondary survivors of
sexual assault, it is also what is
provided to every person who walks
into the agency. In 35 years, CRCC
has become more than a counseling
center. It offers programs to urban
youth to decrease their likelihood of
committing rape, training programs
for law enforcement and social
service providers, and self-esteem
workshops for teen girls.
During my time there, I worked in
resource development and non-profit
management. I planned fundraisers
and a rally, wrote grants, solicited inkind and monetary donations, and
helped prepare for and facilitate a
move that doubled the size of our
facilities. I was also lucky enough to
do some direct service; helping to
coordinate the workshops for teen
girls and working as a hotline and
face-to-face advocate for survivors of
sexual assault.
When new interns are brought into

by Kelsey Deforest ‗13

the agency, they are encouraged to
meet with all of the other employees
and learn what brought them to the
CRCC. People come to the work from
all walks of life. I worked with a
Religious Studies major, a former
prison guard, an ex-police chief, and
a former naval officer, to name a few.
There is no single reason that people
begin to work against sexual
violence, but it is a cause that is
impossible to get out from under
your skin. It quickly becomes a
passion.
The most disappointing part of
working there was the reaction I
received when telling others what I
did. Their faces would pinch inward a
little bit, and a mix of emotions would
flash through their eyes. Pity was
always there, though, as it seems
there is an assumption made about
people who work against sexual
violence. I am not a survivor of
sexual assault, but for some reason
people seem to think that only after a
rape do people become motivated to
stop it.
Sexual violence impacts everyone.
With one in three women and one in
six men experiencing some form of
sexual violence
(www.clevelandrapecrisis.org/
education/statistics.asp), there is no

way to not know a survivor. As V-Day
season approaches, ―The Vagina
Monologues‖ will be performed in
communities and on college
campuses across the country. It is a
time of year when many minds turn
to the prevalence of violence against
women globally and locally.
To actually
eradicate sexual ―Attend a fundraiser,
violence, we
must all make it let a survivor know
something that
that you believe
we care about
deeply, whether them, or call out
or not we have
songs like Jamie
experienced
sexual violence
Foxx‘s ―Blame It on
ourselves.
Survivors live
the Alcohol.‖‖
with the reality
of their assault in the corner of their
mind for decades. We must do the
same and live with the reality of the
extent of the problem, not just in
February, but all year long. Attend a
fundraiser, let a survivor know that
you believe them, or call out songs
like Jamie Foxx‘s ―Blame It on the
Alcohol.‖ Creating change doesn‘t
take a lot; it just takes remembering
that sexual violence occurs daily and
not just once a year.

"The Limiting Female Ideal in Generation Y and How

Young Women Can Confront the Pressure to Be Perfect"
Lecture by Liz Funk, author of Supergirls Speak Out: Inside the
Secret Crisis of Overachieving Girls, a non-fiction book about the
pressure on young women to do everything, please everyone, and
make it all look easy.
Monday, March 8th at 7pm
Niederer Auditorium in the Visual Arts Center
Co-sponsored by Batten Leadership Institute, The Beanstalk
Fund, the Gender & Women‘s Studies program, and
Cultural & Community Engagement

8
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The Vagina Monologues

Image from www.vday.org

The Feminist Majority Leadership Alliance presents its annual production of the Vagina Monologues this
February 26th and 27th at 8PM
in Talmadge Hall
Directed by FMLA members Kelsey DeForest and Alex Alford, the spotlight of this year‘s show is the
women of the Democratic Republic of Congo. Women and girls are systematically raped in the Congo as a
weapon of war and endure heavy sexual violence. Proceeds from the Vagina Monologues will go both to
Sexual Assault Response and Awareness (SARA) in Roanoke and to the V-Day organization which, along
with UNICEF, is working to help ensure the safety of women in the Congo.
Tickets are $2 for Hollins students, $3 with student ID, and $5 for the general public

Choice and the 2010 Virginia General Assembly
It isn‘t often that I will pay a
compliment to Delegate Robert
Marshall (R-VA, District 13), but
the man is excellent at crafting
cloaked and innocuous text to
pass his anti-choice bills. Of the
unfortunately superfluous 16 antichoice pieces of legislation
introduced to the House and
Senate of the Virginia General
Assembly this January, eight are
sponsored by House Delegate Bob
Marshall. (As a side note, only five
bills introduced in both the House
and Senate can be seen as prowoman, and only one of these is
at all related to reproductive
justice – HB 452 Registration of
Limited Service Pregnancy Centers
Bill.)
The bills that aren‘t so scary are
ones like HB 112, the Unborn
Children Act; it is easily

Volume III, Issue II

identifiable as anti-choice just by
its title. Yes, it makes fetuses
viable as full humans at every
stage of development, but it is
unlikely to pass even a
committee. The bills that are
more terrifying to a pro-choice
advocate like myself are the notso-easy to spot ones like HB 335,
the Residency Training bill that
prohibits licensure requirements
to include abortion procedures for
doctors. This specifically targets
gynecologists, meaning the
passage of the bill would leave
some women‘s health specialists
untrained in abortion procedures,
leaving women and their health in
a dangerous place. Delegate
Marshall is also sponsoring HB 334
which requires providers to inform
patients of the effect of abortions
on all future pregnancies during

by Paige Oberlin ‗11

Picture taken at Virginia General
Assembly Exhibit Display—
―Women of Virginia‖

the consent process. Obviously,
women should be informed of all
the health risks associated with
any medical procedure, but the
aim here is to scare women out of
taking control of their bodies and
their lives. I wouldn‘t even have
(Continued on page 10)
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Choice
The reasoning behind this, as I‘m
sure anyone with access to cable TV
stumbled upon these bills if I wasn‘t has heard, is that the vaccine would
encourage promiscuity amongst
aware of Marshall‘s 19 year history
young girls. Because when it comes
in the House of Delegates as a
to virginity versus health for
staunch anti-choice legislator.
women, we all know which one is
more important to the men who
There are thousands of bills
introduced to the House and Senate wish to regulate women‘s bodies.
every year; without careful
Often when discussing politics,
inspection of some of these bills,
elections, or reproductive justice in
they slip by unnoticed.
general with my non-GWS friends
or acquaintances, I am asked why
Marshall, who has referred to
I‘m so worried. Apparently many
himself as Virginia‘s, ―Chief
people assume that Roe v Wade is
Homophobe‖ , is also the co-patron in no danger of being overturned,
of several equally anti-choice, anti- and therefore pro-choice advocates
woman bills crafted by his
shouldn‘t be so concerned. This is
colleagues in the Virginia General
typically when I point to Delegate
Assembly. HB 686, sponsored by
Bob Marshall. Every General
Republican Delegate Jackson Miller, Assembly session our rights are
would eliminate the requirement for being voted on by representatives.
women to receive the HPV Vaccine. Even without his skill of making
(Continued from page 9)

bills harmful to women seem
innocent, anti-choice bills pass all
the time. These bills mean actual,
changed lived realities for women in
Virginia, and the same goes for
every state. These bills mean that
women are less educated, less safe,
and less autonomous when it
comes to our health, our bodies,
our lives. So, I will continue to point
out and follow Delegate Marshall‘s
anti-choice agenda, and I will
continue to be concerned for the
women in Virginia and America at
large. These bills have yet to be
voted on, but you may follow them
yourself on the Virginia General
Assembly website (http://
legis.state.va.us/) or just keep a
watchful eye on blogs like
www.rhrealitycheck.org or
www.feministing.com which do a
great job of pointing out bills like
these when/if they are to pass.

In honor of
International Women‘s Day
The Gender and Women‘s Studies program, the
Spanish department, the Beanstalk Fund, and the
Baylies Willey Fund present
Translating the Island: Poems by Dominican
Women from the Post-Trujillo Era
With speaker Judith Kerman, Ph.D.,
Saginaw Valley State University,
University Center, Michigan
Image from www.judithkerman.com/

Image from www.judithkerman.com/

Kerman is a poet, performer, and artist with
broad cultural and scholarly interests. Her recently published book is Praises & Offenses: Three Women Poets
from the Dominican Republic (BOA Editions).
Join us Thursday, March 11th in the Green Drawing Room at 7:00 in the evening, reception and book signing
to follow.
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Ugandan Anti-Homosexuality Bill

by Emily Campbell ‗12

with a person under the age of 18 or a
informants. A witch-hunt grounded in the
―disabled‖ person, to homosexual ―serial
reinforcement of gender stereotypes
―aggravated‖ homosexuality.
offenders.‖ The vague language of
looms.
At a conference in March of 2009, three
―homosexual acts‖ renders the prosecution
There has been international backlash
Americans informed a Ugandan audience of homosexual behavior arbitrary—for
significant enough to impact the prospects
in the thousands of the hidden ―gay
example, touching a member of the same
of the legislation. Donor nations, including
agenda,‖ characterizing the ―evil
sex with the intention of engaging in a
the United States, have expressed concern
institution‖ of the ―gay movement‖ and
homosexual act can itself be prosecuted as
and outrage to the extent that the
detailing the purposeful recruitment of
a homosexual act. The penalties for
Ugandan President, Yoweri Museveni, has
young people to homosexuality. The
homosexual acts not of an ―aggravated‖
recently spoken of the bill as a ―foreign
presenters were Scott Lively (president of nature are inclusive of life imprisonment.
policy issue,‖ lamenting, ―When I was at
Abiding Truth Ministries, an organization
Any activity viewed as promoting or
the Commonwealth conference, what was
classified as a hate group by the Southern popularizing homosexuality, such as
[the Canadian prime minister, Stephen
Poverty Law Center, and co-author of The counseling or supporting a homosexual
Harper] talking about? The gays. UK prime
Pink Swastika, a book that attempts to
individual with regards to discrimination or
minister Gordon Brown ... what was he
expose the homosexuality at the roots of
intimate same-sex relationships, would be
talking about? The gays.‖ The freshest
Nazism); Caleb Lee Brundridge, leader of punishable by up to seven
―healing seminars‖ whose expertise comes years in prison. Human
―...an individual would be subject to the death penalty
from his own ―sexual reorientation‖; and
rights organizations are
if convicted of ―aggravated homosexuality‖...‖
Don Schmierer, board member of Exodus implicated in this clause,
International, a referral ministry for
as they necessarily advocate for gay rights
criticism comes from President Obama,
―homosexual issues.‖ A member of the
and provide reassurance to homosexual
who made a statement against the
Ugandan parliament present at the
individuals and communities. It is gay
―odious‖ anti-homosexual legislation at a
conference was David Bahati, who echoes communities that most concern anti-gay
prayer breakfast in Washington. Currently,
this emphasis on homosexuality as a
activists, as these are the supposed
learned deviant behavior in a bill that
foundation for recruitment and anti-familial the bill awaits committee where it will be
subject to revision. Buturo has suggested
criminally prosecutes homosexual acts as lifestyles; therefore, this legislation would
that amendments will include the removal
well as the defense of homosexual
make it possible to criminalize support
of the death penalty and life imprisonment
individuals. The rhetoric employed by the groups and networks of communication
clauses, but it is important to remember
bill‘s proponents suggests that because
between assumed homosexuals.
that this will always be a homophobic,
homosexuality is not an inherent trait,
Although these dictates are disturbing, the discriminatory bill that criminalizes
individuals have no rights in that capacity.
most problematic mandate might be the
community networks outside of normative
―Homosexuals can forget about human
offense of failing to report the identities of heterosexual frameworks and seeks to
rights,‖ according to a statement made by
any individual ‗known‘ to be gay, lesbian,
disempower LGBT individuals and their
Uganda‘s minister of ethics and integrity,
bisexual, or transgender, or anyone who
supporters.
James Nsaba Buturo.
supports the rights of those individuals,
The bill would make this threat a reality. As within twenty-four hours of obtaining this Consider sending a letter of protest to
members of the Ugandan government
the legislation is written, an individual
knowledge, under penalty of up to three
would be subject to the death penalty if
years incarceration. The term ‗knowledge,‘ and influential organizations. A list of
convicted of ―aggravated homosexuality,‖ characterized as objective in the legislation, Ugandan contacts and a sample letter are
an offense that includes an HIV-positive
tacitly includes assumptions based on the available from the International Gay &
Lesbian Human Rights Commission
homosexual engaging in same-sex acts
subjective perception of gendered
(no consideration is made for safe sex
behaviors, as individuals will doubtless be (IGLHRC) online at:
practices or mutual consent), to any
reported who did not make a declarative
<http://www.iglhrc.org/cgi-bin/iowa/
homosexual engaging in same-sex acts
statement of their sexual orientation to the article/takeaction/
(Continued from page 1)
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Gender & Women‘s Studies is an interdisciplinary program that
examines how systems of oppression/resistance and privilege
operate. It is designed to provide students with an understanding
of the importance of gender as a category of analysis, and its
intersections with race/ethnicity, class, age, sexual identity,
and (dis)ability.
The Gender & Women‘s Studies faculty are dedicated to creating an
environment that fosters critical thinking, supports student
activism, and emphasizes faculty/student and peer mentoring.
Students are encouraged to question conventional wisdom and to
participate actively in their education.
Gender & Women‘s Studies has been an active department since
1998. For more information visit the department website at:

The views expressed by individual contributors to bra.zen
do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Gender & Women‗s Studies program or
Hollins University.

http://www.hollins.edu/undergrad/womenstudies.wom.htm
If you would like to receive electronic or print copies of the Gender
& Women‘s Studies Newsletter, send your contact information and
delivery preference to lcosta@hollins.edu

